Arkansas Press Women 75+ Anniversary Investigative Reporting Mini Grant

In honor of our 75th anniversary, Arkansas Press Women is excited to award a one-time $750
mini grant to an Arkansas-based journalist with a compelling, in-depth reporting project that
promises to make a meaningful impact in our state.

This fellowship aims to empower and inspire a journalist who is dedicated to uncovering stories
that resonate with Arkansans. Whether it's highlighting local issues, exploring community
challenges, or showcasing positive change, we believe that journalism has the power to
transform and elevate our state. We’re looking for projects that hold the promise of making a
difference.

Eligibility:

You must be a current resident of Arkansas.

The fellowship is open to full-time professional journalists in Arkansas.

The fellowship is also open to freelancers and authors who earn a majority of
their income from journalism and have a confirmed assignment for their proposed
project.

- Freelancers and full-time reporters must include a letter of support from a media
organization, company, or publisher that intends to publish your work.

The project must be community-based, meaning it should have a direct impact
on or relevance to an Arkansas community and/or communities.

Application Requirements:
Applications will include:

e Resume

e Three samples of your work within the past five years

e Letter of Recommendation: A letter of recommendation from an editor, supervisor,
mentor, or professional reference who can speak to the applicant’s abilities and scope
of the project. This letter should be no longer than 500 words. (For freelance applicants,
this can also be your letter of support from a media outlet to publish your work.)

e Project Proposal: Tell us about yourself and why you want to receive the grant. Provide
a detailed description of the community-based reporting project, including the project’s
goals, key sources, why it’s important, uniqueness, intended impact, and how it will
benefit the Arkansas community. The proposal should be no longer than 1,000 words.
Proposals can include stories for radio, print/online, magazine or television.

e Budget Proposal: Provide a brief budget detailing how the grant funds will be used to
support the project. This could include expenses such as travel, equipment, professional
development, research materials, or to fund additional multimedia components such as
photography or video production. The funds cannot be used as compensation for the
fellowship recipient or operating expenses of a freelancer’s business.



How to Apply:

Applications should be emailed to arkpresswomen@yahoo.com by 11:59 p.m. CST, May 25,
2025. Late applications will not be considered. Please ensure all documents are in a PDF format
and clearly labeled with the applicant’s name.

Selection Process:

A review committee of APW members will evaluate applications based on the project's impact,
feasibility, and the applicant’s experience. Members of the review committee may request a
short interview with applicants to provide additional information about a proposal. The
recipient will be announced during APW’s annual awards ceremony on June 21, 2025.

The recipient will be expected to share the experience of their reporting project through blog
posts and an in-person or online presentation with APW members. The selected fellow will
receive 50% of the funds at the beginning of the fellowship and the remaining funds after three
months and submitting a progress report.

Thank you for celebrating this milestone with us and for contributing to the future of journalism
in Arkansas. An APW member with experience in investigative journalism will be available to
provide mentorship to the selected fellow. We look forward to supporting a talented journalist
whose work will shed light on important issues and stories within Arkansas.

For more information, please contact arkpresswomen@yahoo.com.



