Arkansas Press Women Winners
2010 Communications Contest
1. News reporting
A. Nondaily newspaper

Second: Tammy Keith, River Valley/Ozark edition, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

“Agency turns to police”
B. Daily newspaper

First: Eva Marie Pearson, Pine Bluff Commercial
“Arts & Sciences Center names new director”

2. Continuing coverage

(No subcategory)

First: Mary Hightower, UA Cooperative Extension Service

“Arkansas’ rain-soaked harvest”

Judge’s comments: “Excellent use of numbers, details and background info. I always knew by reading the lede what the newest information was.”

6. Editorial/opinion
A. Nondaily newspaper

First: Malea Hargett, Arkansas Catholic
“Dream can still be …”

Judge’s comments: “This editorial clearly explains the issue, offers convincing reasons behind its stand, acknowledges counterpoints and effectively answers them.”

Second: Malea Hargett, Arkansas Catholic
“Octuplets raise …”

B. Daily newspaper

First: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News
Judge’s comments: “Problem is clearly defined, argument’s effective. Opinions backed by facts. Language is direct. Readers are given enough info to act.”

Second: Leeanna Walker, The Morning News
“County Judge Can’t Forget Quorum Court”
Third: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News

“Economy, cost killed millage effort
7. Feature story

A. Nondaily newspaper

First: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition/Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
“Premonition”

Judge’s comments: “This story has some compelling details — the photos and devastating stories the survivors tell are things every reader will want to look at and read.”

Second: Tammy Keith, River Valley/Ozark edition, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
“Full Circle”
B. Daily newspaper

First: Melissa L. Jones, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
“Dead Ringers”

Judge’s comments: “It’s a pertinent subject and was told in an engaging way. Great use of numbers by saying 100 seniors at school have phones.”

Second: Debbie Miller, The Morning News
“A Heart Of Gratitude”

Third: Eva Marie Pearson, Pine Bluff Commercial
“Memories Rediscovered”

Honorable mention: Eva Marie Pearson, Pine Bluff Commercial

“History in Glass”

C. Publication/magazine/supplement for general or specialized circulation

First: Tammy Keith, Arkansas Life

“Age Doesn’t Matter” 

“The lede was outstanding — Very good job of pulling readers into story. Good use of personal details and quotes throughout.”

Second: Tammy Keith, Arkansas Life

“Defying the Odds”

Third: Susan Johnson, Pocahontas Stars

“Rediscovering the past”

Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley

“Coffee Pot Always On”

8. Personality profile

A. 500 words or fewer

First: Susan Johnson, Pocahontas Stars

“The Red Kettle Program”

Judge’s comments: “Writer makes Chris Johnson real. She is someone you would want to meet.”

Honorable mention: Susan Johnson, Pocahontas Stars

“Mr. and Miss PHS 2009”

B. More than 500 words

First: Jeannie Stone, Tri-Lakes Edition, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
Judge’s comments: “Well written and honest”

Second: Tammy Keith, Arkansas Life

“Meet Katy Allen”

Third: Debbie Miller, The Morning News
“Staying On A High Note”

Honorable mention: Susan Johnson, Pocahontas Stars

“Special Families Share Their Stories”

9. Special articles


A. Business


First: Kim Souza, The Morning News

“Hotels Scramble To Fill Rooms”


“Full Service Sector Shrinks”


Judge’s comments: “Solid business writing; handled quotes, tech/financial info in concise language; very reader-friendly”


Second: Jeannie Stone, Tri-Lakes Edition


“Asian Flavor”


“The Family That Slaughters Together”

Third: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition, Tri-Lake edition


“Lights, Camera, Action”


“’A United Front’”


Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley, River Valley/Ozark edition, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette


“Ice Cream (We all scream for)”


“Some Like It Hot, Hot, Hot”


Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, Tri-Lakes edition


“Butcher Baker and Sandwich Maker”


“Patty cake, patty cake”

B. Agriculture, agribusiness


First: Kim Souza, The Morning News

“Dairy Stimulus Helps Farmers”


“Egg Producers Scramble …”


Judge’s comments: “Detailed, in-depth articles in explaining the dairy stimulus and the egg producers.”


Second: Mary Hightower, UA Division of Agriculture


Rainy harvest articles


Third: Jeannie Stone, Three Rivers Edition, About … the River Valley


“Where the Buffalo Roam”


“Nature Provides Canvas for Clarksville Artist”


C. Arts and entertainment


First: Debbie Miller, The Morning News


“Singers Audition In ‘Natural Selection’”


“ Author Shares Anecdotes …”


Judge’s comments: Both articles are engaging with punchy ledes that draw you in. The singer descriptions were fun and lent a lot to the entry.”


Second: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley, River Valley & Ozark edition


“New Art Kid on the Block”


“Revisiting My Childhood”


Third: Susan Johnson, Pocahontas Stars


“A Look Behind The Scenes”


“Rock ‘n’ Roll Hwy. 67 Festival”


Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley


“Struttin’ Buck Outdoors”


“Dancing Queen”


Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone About .. the River Valley


“Lee Rogers — A Renaissance Artist:


“Taylor Creates, Captures Beauty”


D. Physical health, fitness, mental health, self-help


First: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette


“Riley’s Renewal”


“Chester, the super hero dog”


Judge’s comments: A well-told, uplifting story about Riley and her recovery. Nice use of the Thanksgiving news peg.”


Second: Brenda Blagg, Northwest Arkansas Times


“Talking About Health Care”


“Lincoln’s Approach Thoughtful”


Third: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

“Pedaling For A Cure”


“Cherished Memories”


E. Education


First: Debbie Miller, The Morning News


“Growing Up Green”


“Write On”


Second: Malea Hargett, Arkansas Catholic

“Religion should never …”


“The state of Catholic …”


Third: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News


“Undocumented Students Should Have Chance”


“El Dorado Promise Pays Off”


Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley


“College Offers Beautiful Career Choice”


“The Tradition of Driver’s Ed”


F. Science


First: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News


Judge’s comments: “Good commentary on issue that is a huge factor in the community’s future. Well written”


Second: Kim Souza, The Morning News

“Litter Use Registration Slowed”


“Waste Provides Work”


Third: Jeannie Stone, River Valley/Ozark edition, Tri-Lakes edition


“Organically Speaking”


“Christmas for the Birds”


G. Food


First: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

“A Class Act”


“All Fired Up”


Judge’s comments: “Nice lede on All Fired Up”


Second: Jeannie Stone, Three Rivers Edition


“Blue Ribbon Recipes”


“Ozark Store Serves Up Health”


H. Government/politics


First: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News

“Chairmanship Should Pay Dividends”


“Debate Thrusts Ross In Spotlight”


Judge’s comments: “Two well thought out commentary pieces on issues important not only to those in Arkansas, but nationwide. Well researched and easy to understand even for those who may not understand politics and what is going on with health-care reform”

I. History

First: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News
“Courthouse Returning To Glory”

“’Some Day’ Here For Old Courthouse”

Judge’s comments: “Both articles are engaging views on the country’s restoration of the courthouse. Good details about the building’s history and how it was used through the years. Excellent writing.”

Second: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley

“Pottsville Hostess Lives to Serve”

“Russellville’s Own Pillsbury Dough Boy”

J. Home

First: Tammy Keith, Arkansas Life, River Valley and Ozark edition

“Stylish Touch”

“The Village becomes home sweet home for first resident”

Judge’s comments: “Both stories are interesting and reflect diverse home styles.

Second: Jeannie Stone, Three Rivers edition; Tri-Lakes edition

“Budget Savers in Bloom”

“The Art of Dressing the Turkey Table”


L. Religion

First: Malea Hargett, Arkansas Catholic

“Catholic’s quiet influence”

“Bishop to new priests …”

Second: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

“Ministry In Motion”

“Station Helps Pay It Forward”

Third: Jeannie Stone, River Valley/Ozark edition, About … the River Valley

“Mountain Missionaries Devote Lives …”

“O Little Town of … Hector”

Honorable mention: Maryanne Meyerriecks, Arkansas Catholic
“Fort Smith Sister of Mercy Kudos”

“Benedictines Labor with Housekeeper to Build New Home”

N. Social issues

First: Tammy Keith, Arkansas Life

“Building A Family”

“Coping With Loss”

Second: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

“Father Time”

“For Kids’ Sake”

Third: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News

“Thousands Go Hungry In Region”

“Event’s Goal Is To Raise Awareness”

O. Sports

First: Jeannie Stone, River Valley & Ozark Edition, About … The River Valley

“Road to Glory”

“Racing to Keep Up with …”

Judge’s comments: “Nicely penned pieces with interesting background info.”

Honorable mention: Susan Johnson, Pocahontas Stars

“Local racing enthusiast uses skills …”

“Locals Love Their Wheels”

Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, Tri-Lakes edition, River Valley/Ozark edition

“Hunters Feed The Hungry”

“Her Earned Respect”

P. Hobby or crafts

First: Debbie Miller, The Morning News, Benton County Daily Record

“Noteworthy Hobby”

“Visions of Santa”

Judge’s comments: “Very well written and researched stories. I liked that you had more than once source.”

Second: Jeannie Stone, River Valley & Ozark edition, Tri-Lakes edition

“Edible Architecture”

“Christmas In A Jar”

Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, Tri-Lakes edition

“Berry Good …”

“Piece of Pie …”

Q. Travel

Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley

“Puerto Rico Me Encanta”

“North to Alaska”

Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley,

River Valley & Ozark edition

“To Russia With Love”

“A Taste of Hawaii”

R. Advertorials

First: Jeannie Stone, River Valley & Ozark Editions, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

“Big Man on Campus”

“Photographer Advocate”

Judge’s comments: “Thematic approach worked well on the entries.”

Second: Jeannie Stone, River Valley & Ozark edition

“School Board President …”

“Journalism Professor …


10. Columns

A. Humorous

First: Tammy Keith, Tri-Lakes, River Valley & Ozark editions

“Those crazy husband drivers”

“Son won’t come home from college”

Second: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition

“Hostess without the mostest”

“Getting a year older ... or is it younger?”

Third: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition

“Dealing with a duckaholic”

“Forcing family to eat healthy”

B. General

First: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark, Tri-Lakes editions

“With love and respect, Mr. Robins”

“Life is all about the little things”

Judge’s comments: “Very readable.”

Second: Brenda Blagg, Northwest Arkansas Times, The Morning News
“Coach Did Right Thing”

“Legislature Tough On Women, Children”

Honorable mention: Vivian Lawson Hogue, Log Cabin Democrat

“Holidays Of Contrast”

“Christmas Stories, Memories Vital …”

D. Specialized

First: Melissa L. Jones, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

“No Blue Screen of Death”

“Yubz Talk is a cell phone …”

Judge’s comments: “Makes the incomprehensible understandable”

Second: Leeanna Walker, The Morning News, Rogers Morning News

“Best Ideas Are Cut In Stone”

“Two Christmases: Twice the Fun, Twice …”

Third: Brenda Blagg, The Morning News
“Center ‘Priority’ Meaningless Without Money”

“Legislature Is Best At Doing ‘Nothing’”

11. Single page(s) edited by entrant — Lifestyle or Entertainment

B. Daily newspaper

First: Debbie Miller, Northwest Arkansas Times, Benton Co. Daily Record

Life pages, Dec. 9, Dec. 23

Judge’s comments: “Well-organized. Great use of art on Life covers.”

Second: Eva Marie Pearson, Pine Bluff Commercial
Weekend pages, Jan. 2 & Jan. 9
Third: Eva Marie Pearson, Pine Bluff Commercial

Weekend pages, Jan. 16 & 23
12. Single page(s) edited by entrant — other than Lifestyle, Entertainment

B. Daily newspaper

First: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

Family pages, March 24, April 21

13. Sections edited by entrant

B. Daily newspaper

First: Debbie Miller, The Morning News
Our Town sections, March 1, Oct. 4

Second: Debbie Miller, The Morning News
Our Town sections, May 31 & June 7

Third: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition

Sept. 20 & April 26 editions

Honorable mention: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition


May 31 & Aug. 9 editions

15. Publication regularly edited by entrant

A. Nondaily newspaper

First: Malea Hargett, Arkansas Catholic
Arkansas Catholic, Feb. 21, Sept. 19 editions

Judge’s comments: “Very reader friendly”

Second: Malea Hargett, Arkansas Catholic

April 11 & Sept. 12 issues

C. Publication, magazine, supplement

First: Mary Hightower, UA Cooperative Extension Service

Arkansas Land & Life, Spring/Summer, Fall/Winter

Second: Vivian Lawson Hogue, Faulkner Facts And Fiddlings

Spring/Summer, Fall/Winter

Third: Christy Attlesey and Sally Carroll, Village Voice

October & December

16. Page layout

A. Nondaily newspaper

First: Emily Burgin Roberts, Arkansas Catholic
“Practicing faith in this economy”

“Lent section cover”

Judge’s comments: “Using a Monopoly board to illustrate an economic story is clever; design is understated — doesn’t get in the way. Typography on both covers works. Pages are clean and simple, very readable.”

Second: Emily Burgin Roberts, Arkansas Catholic

Travel section cover, Travel section center spread

17. Headlines, captions, graphics

A. Headlines

First: Jeannie Stone, River Valley & Ozark editions

Judge’s comments: “Between writing the stories and shooting the photos, Jeannie digs deep into her work. Though I’m not sure how she finds the time, she’s able to take a step back from it all and still offer fresh ideas for headlines.”

Second: Tammy Keith, River Valley & Ozark edition, Tri-Lakes edition

“Oink, oink here, moo-moo there”

“Butcher, baker and sandwich maker”

“A growing need”
“A firm foundation”

Third: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

“All Fired Up”

“Father Time”

“Write On: Teens Put Thoughts …”

“Fairest Of Them All: Area Youth …”

19. Photography in a daily newspaper

D. Advertising photo

Second: Claudia H. Ahrens, Stuttgart Daily Leader
“BancorpSouth extends a sincere ..”

Honorable mention: Claudia H. Ahrens, Stuttgart Daily Leader

“Our congratulations to Brandy, Amy, …”

22. Photographer/writer

Second: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley

“Father Knows Best”
Honorable mention: Jeannie Stone, About … the River Valley

“Master of the Grill”

32. Writing for the Web

A. Not-for-profit

Second: Mary Nell Turner, Japanese American National Museum website
Joseph Wallace Hill
Third: Melissa Jones, Community Resource Group

“Facts about the Figures: eBulletin”

33. Web site edited by entrant

(No subcategory)

First: Emily Burgin Roberts, www.arkansascatholic.org
Judge’s comments: “Attractive. Every story interested me. Lots of participation available to readers. Love picture album. Great social network ability.”

35. Podcasts

C. Entertainment

Second: Debbie Miller, The Morning News

Patrick Hall audio slideshow

38. Newspaper print or electronic campaign built around one subject

A. Retail product or service

Second: Emily Roberts, Arkansas Catholic

“I am an Arkansas Catholic” ad campaign

42. Community or institutional relations

(No subcategory)

First: Christy Attlesey & Sally Carroll, Bella Vista Property Owners Association

“Photo contest”

Judge’s comments: “Impact and success clearly attained”

47. Reports

C. General report

Honorable mention: Mary Nell Turner, First National Bank Of Hope calendar

48. Magazine

B. Four-color

First: Helen Plotkin, Hendrix College

HENDRIX magazine

Judge’s comments: “This is exactly what a good alumni magazine should do. Lots of diverse info and a central theme to keep alums engage with their alma mater.”

49. Magapaper/tabloid

B. Four-color

Second: Sally Carroll & Christy Attlesey, Bella Vista POA

“The Village Voice”

50.  Newsletter

B. Four-color

Second: Maryanne Meyerriecks, St. Scholastica Monastery

“Horizons”

51. Brochure

B. Four-color

First: Melissa L. Jones, Community Resource Group

“Clean, safe water. Within reach.”

Judge’s comments: “Good conduct for subject matter. Explained what the program does without legal jargon. Clean layout.”

Second: Maryanne Meyerriecks, St. Scholastica Monastery

Brochure for St. Scholastica Monastery

55. News or features release

A. News release

First: Mark F. Scott, Hendrix College

“Shivley receives degree — 77 years later”

Judge’s comments: “Hearthwarming!”

56. News or features releases — Multiple releases

Honorable mention: Mark F. Scott, Hendrix College

“Warriors Win Championship”

58. Speeches

Honorable mention: Mary Nell Turner

Middlebrooks Family Associaiton

